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NO SHAKES OR STIRS
Those special bottles of wine
and bubbly need a special
storage space.4-5H

REAL ESTATE NEWS:Home-mortgage
interest rate deduction at stake.6H

NATURE

Groups of small birds
with rapid wing beats are
moving across our skies
at dusk. 2H

SmarterLiving

charlotteobserver.com/home

SMARTERLIVINGWHAT’SNEW,WHAT’SHOT,WHATWORKS. PAGES4-5H

MADEPOSSIBLEBYELECTROLUX

By RolandWilkerson
rwilkerson@charlotteobserver.com

The winner: I had some beautiful glasses of my mother’s
that became cloudy from the dishwasher. After trying eve-
rything with no luck, I used Cerama Bryte that I use to clean
my glass top stove. I used that on the glasses inside and out
and now they look brand new! — MYRTLE WALL, LILESVILLE

(Editor’s note: We can’t vouch for what this product will
do to your glassware, but it gets a lot of good reviews online
for cleaning glass top stoves and other surfaces. It’s available
at many stores.)

Save money on kids’ shoes
Instead of buying new cleats for fall

sports, go to a children’s consignment store
and buy a used pair. Then use an old tooth-
brush and some water to scrub the dirt
away. Buff them with a damp rag and your
shoes will look as good as new. I just saved
over $30 doing this trick myself, which is
awesome. — WILSON BACON, AGE 8, CHARLOTTE

Keep those torch wicks dry
To keep tiki torches dry when not in use,

I cut the tops off 2-liter bottles to cover
them. — RUBY ELROD, SHERRILLS FORD

I’M SO CLEVER
Make glassware sparkle again
with glass-top stove cleaner

MORE
CLEVER

www.charlotte
observer.com/home

Win a Clever T-shirt
Send your clever tip,
address and phone to
clever@charlotte
observer.com or Home
Section, Charlotte
Observer, P.O Box
30308, Charlotte, NC
28230-0308.
Each week the best
idea wins an “I’m So
Clever” T-shirt.

I’m sure that J. Bryan Lowd-
er, culture writer for the on-
line magazine Slate, launched
his screed against modern
open kitchen design to pro-
voke a reaction. Well, he suc-
ceeded. My wife, Linda, won-
dered: “What’s not to like?”
Award-winning kitchen de-
signer Jeanine DeVaney said:
“That’s silly.”

I’m with them.
A few weeks ago, Lowder

wrote that today’s open kitch-
ens have been foisted on gul-
lible homebuyers by the evan-
gelists on subversive propa-
ganda outlets like HGTV.
Kitchens should have walls, he
said, so your guests won’t see
you drop stuff on the floor. He
said open kitchens aren’t that
great for entertaining and
you’re not going to entertain,
anyway.

There was an odor of hip
urban snark emanating from
Lowder’s Aug. 13 piece.

“There is one distressingly
popular design choice that has
spread throughout HGTV’s
stable of shows like black
mold through a flooded base-
ment,” he wrote, “and I can no
longer abet its growth by
keeping silent. I’m talking
about the baneful scourge that
is the ‘open-concept kitchen.’”

Now, he was right about one
point: If you didn’t entertain
in your old kitchen, you prob-
ably won’t in your new kitch-
en. You’ll still be you.

But he was wrong about al-
most everything else. In most
ways, open kitchen design is a
huge improvement.

And DeVaney, owner of
Charlotte In-Vironments,
makes the point that open
kitchens work well for all
sorts of families. “It doesn’t
matter what stage of life peo-
ple are in. They just say, ‘I
want an open plan.’”

Young moms in the kitchen
can watch toddlers in the
great room. Older couples can
invite guests to gather and
help prepare the meal. We do
that. (If someone accidentally
drops something onto the
floor, well, just pour another
round of sauvignon blanc.)

There are some tradeoffs
when kitchen walls come
down.

If you knock walls down,
there are fewer places to hang
cabinets. But folks like DeVa-
ney come up with creative
ways to stretch the storage
space that is available. Deep
drawers for pans and plates,
for instance, or innovative
nooks in islands.

If you knock walls down,
you have to worry about
things like kitchen noises and
odors. “You can get... a quiet
dishwasher that you can’t
even hear,” DeVaney said.
“Or... really good ventilation,
so cooking won’t make the
whole house smell.”

DeVaney admits that some
clients do prefer traditional
kitchens with all four walls.
But not many. “About 1 in
200,” she said.

In the interest of full disclo-
sure, workers next week will
be opening a pass-through
from our kitchen to the great
room – so my wife can watch
HGTV from the kitchen sink.

In defense
of open
kitchens
REALESTATE

ALLEN NORWOOD

Y ou mow, fertilize, water, aerate, pamper,
offer incantations to the garden gods –
and nothing works.
You’re ready to ditch your grass for

something else. But what?
There are plenty of alternatives for your traditional

lawn that will not only relieve your stress but are at-
tractive, relatively maintenance-free and good for the
environment, too.
Ecologically speaking, gravel is the new “green.”
After all, trying to cultivatemost grasses used in this

part of the country – cool season varieties like fescue,
for example – is a botanically unnatural act, some ex-
perts say. Hardier varieties like St. Augustine and Ber-
muda might be pretty in the summer but turn brown
in the winter.
Furthermore, non-native

grass grown locally could ac-
tually be considered a drain
on the environment, say
landscape architects, since it
requires irrigation in times of drought, fuel to operate
mowers, fertilizers and potentially harmful pesticides
in addition to the physical energy for constantmainte-
nance.
“Let’s face it,” says landscape architect J’Nell Bry-

son, “Charlotte has a less than ideal climate for grass
lawns. We imported the idea from Europe, but it’s re-
ally difficult to grow a healthy stand of grass around
here.”

Going natural

The ideal notion of rolling, well-manicured lawns is
shifting, agrees Laurel Holtzapple of Groundworks
Studio. Many of her landscape clients are choosing to
embrace the habitat we’ve been given in theCharlotte
area – a canopy provided by oak, hickory and pine
trees – and go natural. “There’s so much one can do
with the shady conditions that exist here besides forc-
ing a stand of grass,” she says.
To get started on the switch away from grass, Holt-

zapple suggests that you “create a tapestry on a
ground plane. Look at your lawn as a piece of art – it is

- KRIS DANIELS

Gravel replaced the grass in Paula Lombardi’s Myers Park backyard. A rain garden on the left, covered with moisture-loving
ferns, was engineered to capture rainwater, filter it and return it quickly to the water table.

Gravel
is the new
green

Gravel comes in many attractive options, and in the end, can
save time and money.

You give up your grass, save stress
and still boast a beautiful yard

SEE GREEN, 3H

INSIDE
Tips on how to go
from grass to ‘green,’
3H

By Emily Hedrick
Correspondent

- JILL KNIGHT
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art! – and consider that your
plants are your paints.” She
advises clients to use recy-

cled materials
whenever
possible, keep
proper scale
in mind, and
resist pouring
concrete.
“We’ve al-

ready ‘paved over paradise
and put up a parking lot’ too
often, so I wouldn’t usually
advise paving a surface,”
says Holtzapple. On the
other hand, the use of deco-
rative, porous concrete can
be an acceptable, environ-
mentally sound solution
because it absorbs water.

‘Secret garden’

Sheri Harrison and her
husband, Bob Te Kolste, re-
duced the grassed area on
the front of their Dilworth
home as a family project a
couple of years ago, and
have never looked back.
With the help of Holtzap-

ple, they created a street-
facing garden to attract but-
terflies, birds and bees. The
property is a riot of blueber-
ries, joe-pye weeds, pome-
granates, hidcote, lavender,
sage and other flowering
plants. A bonus is that it
blends well with the other
front yards along their pe-
destrian-oriented street.
Another of Holtzapple’s

clients, Paula Lombardi,
dispensedwith all but a tiny
patch of grass in front of her
Myers Park home. The
property now boasts a trea-
sure trove of plants that
provide texture and a re-
volving show of color year-
round, such as monkey
grass, false indigo, golden-
rod, butterfly bushes, echi-
nacea, bay laurel, lantana,
euphorbia and several va-
rieties of herbs.
Two benches of white

oak, which Lombardi com-
missioned from a local art-
ist, function both as a sculp-
ture and as seating in a grav-
eled circle. A graveled “se-
cret garden” in the back has
as its focal point what Lom-
bardi calls “the world’s lar-
gest crepe myrtle.”
Another interesting fea-

ture illustrates both the
owner’s and designer’s
commitment to the envi-

ronment: Rainwater on the
gently sloping property
runs into a deep “rain gar-
den” dug at the lowest point
of the lot. Rain is quickly ab-
sorbed, filtered and drained
back into the water table,
avoiding both erosion and
flooding in neighbors’
yards. Moisture-loving
ferns help it blend into its
surroundings.

A Zen feel

Jane Avinger of Davidson
hired Charlotte landscape
architect J’Nell Bryson to
redesign her backyard be-

cause “even
with a whole
lot of effort,
the grass was
going to pot.”
The result, a
combination

of shrubs, a border of herbs
and some decorative gravel,
“has a peaceful, Zen feel to
it. It was a workable, attrac-
tive solution to grass,”Avin-
ger said.
Bryson herself fell in love

with the Spanish-influen-
ced lawns she found while
living in San Francisco and
enjoys replicating the style

here. While she loves using
locally sourced materials,
she replaced grass with
crushed granite from a
quarry in Tennessee in her
ownMyers Park landscape.
Tall decorative grasses, lav-
ender and mulch provide
color and more texture.

What it costs

Hiring a professional to
redesign your lawn can be-
gin at a minimum of $2,500,
but with a plan in place you
can save money in the long
run. For a medium-sized
yard, materials – including
gravel, plants and edging –
might cost around $3,500.
Installation and sod re-

moval could run another
$1,500, bringing the general
estimate for a complete
overhaul to $7,500. Many
factors could change that
ballpark figure up or down,
especially the size and
slope of the property.
Horticulturist Joy Cleary

of Studio Cleary offers this
advice for people wanting
to replace grass and stay en-
vironmentally friendly:
• Concentrate on the trou-
ble spots first, such as shady
areas.
• Shrink grassy areas grad-
ually by enlarging existing
beds, extending mulch far-
ther and planting ground
covers thatwill spread. Eve-
rything doesn’t have to be
tackled at once.
• Use mulch or decorative
gravel to control weeds, cut
down on lawnmaintenance
and create interesting new
“rooms” in your yard.

- PHOTOS BY JILL KNIGHT

The Avinger's backyard in Davidson showcases attractive and smart ways to skip the classic lawn. In the end, it
requires less maintenance, chemicals and upkeep.

Jane Avinger of Davidson hired J’Nell Bryson to redesign her back yard because
“even with a whole lot of effort, the grass was going to pot.”

GREEN
• from 1H

From grass to ‘green’
• The city of Charlotte will deliver 13 cubic yards of
wood-chip mulch to your property upon request. It’s free
on a first-come, first-served basis. Go to Landscape
Management at www.charmeck.org to download a re-
quest form, or call 704-336-4262.
• Even areas covered with decorative materials like
mulch, fine gravel, a shale mixture or crushed shells
need a defined border. Edging can be of man-made or
natural materials.
• Use plants already adapted to North Carolina’s cli-
mate. Periwinkle, dwarf mondo grass, creeping mazus
and monkey grass are popular examples of ground
covers.
• By ordinance the city of Charlotte requires measures
to control erosion and sedimentation, especially in new
construction. Before making drastic changes to your
landscape, check with the city’s engineering department
to make sure you remain in compliance with respect to
storm drainage and erosion controls.
• Check with your homeowner’s association to deter-
mine whether changes to your landscape are allowed
within guidelines. Even if you don’t live in a subdivision
with such rules, as a matter of courtesy you might want
to give a heads-up to your neighbors about plans to alter
the streetscape. They might want to join you in going
grass-less.

Bryson

Holtzapple

The green that trees pro-
vide goes beyond the
beauty of their foliage. Part
of your home’smarket val-
ue is rooted in the quality
and quantity of healthy
trees on your property.
Take good care of your

trees. They grow very
slowly, so it’s not easy – or
cheap – to replace them.
Start by hiring an arbo-

rist to prune and evaluate
trees for signs of dead
wood, insect damage and
other problems. Also,
avoid tree topping, which
involves removing large
branches. Excessive cut-
ting can cause significant
damage. Be especially at-
tentive to young trees,
which require more care
and water.

Take good care of trees
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